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The Wimmera Regional Youth Affairs Network (WRYAN ) is a 
working group representing issues for young people in our 
region. Grampians region has 3 groups, Highlands, Ararat/ 
Pyrenees, and Wimmera. Conveners of the groups meet 4 
times a year in Melbourne at the Office for Youth, including 
twice with the Minister for Sport, Recreation and Youth 
Affairs, James Merlino to ensure issues from our young people 
reach several layers of Government.  
Some of the issues represented have been impact of drought, 
binge drinking, lack of youth services and high rates of 
University Deferment for rural students.  
Jo Devereaux from the WSMLLEN has convened the WRYAN 
for several years. All regions have had the opportunity to 
present regional issues for young people to 15 managers of 
Government Departments in Melbourne. Grampians region 
presented in February and our focus was drought impact, 
transport and mental health issues for our young people. The 
VET Access Bus model was accepted with interest. 
 
Another way of seeking information is Youth in Action (YIA), 
focus groups of young people in schools and other settings, 
facilitated by a youth worker, where young people can speak 
out about important things regarding family, school, peers, 
careers, and their community. All schools but one are 
participating in 2009.  
Reports, including DVDs, are presented to Minister Merlino, 
via the WRYAN. 
Christine Picone co-ordinates the YIA focus groups, with a 
topic set by the WRYAN each school term. In term 1 the topic 
is young people and debt in response to a report Young People 
(12-17yrs) and Financial Debt by the National Youth Affairs 
Research Scheme (NYARS). here to view the report  
The YIA groups come together twice a year to participate in 
Regional Youth Forums. The next forum will feature 
TransVision Arts Financial Literacy Theatre Project. A  DVD will 
be produced from the forum to accompany the report sent to 
the Office for Youth 
Youth in Action Forum 
Thursday 2nd April 
Nexus Youth Centre 
10:30am – 2pm 
For more information contact Christine Picone 
 
 

POSITIVE BODY IMAGE GRANTS 
2009 

'Go for your life' Positive Body Image 
Grants up to $5,000  are now open 
until 17 April 2009.  
The 'Go for your life' Positive Body Image 
Grants - 2009 Guidelines can be accessed 
on-line at 'Go for your life' Positive Body 
Image Grants – 2009        Here 

WSMLLEN  

ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING  

Horsham Sports & 

Community Club 
177 ð 179 Baillie Street, Horsham 

Thursday 26th March, 2009 

6:30pm 

RSVP Catering 

 

http://www.dest.gov.au/sectors/youth/programmes_funding/nyars/default.htm
http://www.grants.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

